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TRACES OF NORTH

Nordic days in Tehran

The Nordic embassies in Tehran are proud to welcome you to the exhibition “Traces of
North - Nordic Days in Tehran” at the Iranian Artists’ Forum, 21-25 June 2019.

We wish to give you a taste of Nordic culture right in the heart of Tehran and celebrate what
unites the Nordic countries other than a somewhat uninviting climate.

Our aim is to invite, inspire and start conversations.

Nordic countries are characterized and inspired by common ideas and values like
openness, trust, innovation, sustainability, and the equal value of all people. We are brought
together through the similarities in our ways of life, history, language, geography and social
structures.

The Nordic region comprises Denmark, Norway, Sweden, Finland and Iceland, including the
Faroe Islands, Greenland and Aland. With an area of around 3.5 million square kilometers,
the Nordic countries form the seventh largest area in the world. Combined, we are the
world's 11" largest economy.

Throughout five days, you are all invited to experience Nordic art, movies, literature and
design at the Iranian Artists' Forum.

Feel free to use our hashtags #TracesOfNorthIR #TheNordics
What : Traces of North Exhibition

When : 21-25 June
Where : I[ranian Artists Forum
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Programme

All exhibitions are open Friday 21 June to Tuesday 25 June between 2-10 pm.

Lectures and film screenings:
Friday 21 June

» 7.30 pm: Official inauguration ceremony
Sunday 23 June

» 4-6 pm: Children's reading and drawing workshop in the exhibition hall (TBC)
= 7.30 pm: Guest talk by Children's Author Asa Lind on “A tribute to children’s literature”

Monday 24 June:

= 7.30 pm: Introductory discussion - Documentary “Steel Treasure”
» 8 pm: Screening of documentary “Steel Treasure” directed by Mr. Dehghan Mohammadi

Tuesday 25 June

» 6 pm: Screening of the young adult movie “The Shamer’s Daughter”
» 8 pm: Screening of the Documentary “Big Time” portraying the Danish world-renowned
architect Bjarke Ingels.
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Denmark

From Denmark, the audience can throughout the five days experience an exhibition of
Danish design furniture from world famous architects such as Arne Jacobsen and Poul
Henningsen.

On June 25, we will show two Danish movies. At 6pm, we will be screening the young adult
movie The Shamer’s Daughter’, directed by Kenneth Kainz. At 8 pm, we will show the
documentary “Big Time”, directed by Kaspar Astrup Schroder, portraying the Danish world-
renowned architect Bjarke Ingels.
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Finland

Poster exhibition by Erik Bruun, a graphic
designer, with deep love for Nordic nature

Bornin 1926, Erik Bruun is an active graphic designer in Finland who has gained
international respect for his wide variety of works such as logotypes, brand guidelines,
posters, books, stamps and even Finnish banknotes.

Erik Bruun studied graphic design at the University of Art and Design in Helsinki, Finland. He
graduated as a graphic designer in 1950. In 1953, he founded his graphics company. In
2007, Bruun was awarded the Pro Finlandia medal. The Art's Council of Finland has granted
him the title Professor, a tribute to Erik Bruun's long-term work in the arts. He has designed
the symbol for The Finnish Association for Nature Conservation.

Finland's nature is unique, and according to Erik, this fact is not accented enough in our
country’s presentation. "Explore the wild, stroll along forest pathways, put up a tent, pick
mushrooms and wild berries - no matter who owns the land, there is no charge for
enjoying. Nature is never far away in Finland. It is the most forested country with 180 000
crystal clear lakes. It encourages everyone to enjoy splendor of nature. Nature is a cure for
all'ills - it is guaranteed to fill your mind with positivity and calm”.

Innovative design from Finland exhibtion

The exhibition, with its 50 examples, represents segments in which industrial design has
given an essential value to the product. It tells about the Finnish competitiveness, the wide
range of Finland's industry and high quality products.

Today we experience Finland as a high-tech country with strong roots. Present day
innovations in Finland are often related to new technologies and their applications, new
practices in traditional fields. Design is also adapted immaterially - widely to services,
functions and behavior of the community.

Finland is the leader in information technology, it has long shipbuilding traditions, its health-
care design is world class, with its uninterrupted sauna tradition, Finland offers healthcare
solutions and well-being while the greenest country in the world.

With innovative Design, Finland is building innovative future. The exhibition conveys a
picture of Finland as a creative modern society heading towards future. The exhibition
shows various segments of industry and reflects the way of life in Finland.



Steel treasure documentary by Mr. Dehghan Mohammadi

Steel Treasure documentary, describing the work of Eila Hiltunen is directed by Mr.
Dehghan Mohammadi. The sculptor Eila Hiltunen was born on November 22, 1922, in
Sortavala, Eastern Finland (now part of Russian Carelia).

Eila Hiltunen, radiant and outspoken, was difficult for decades for Finland's official art
establishment to accept. Her status as pioneer modern sculptor, in Finland and abroad, has
only been fully acknowledged in recent years. In 2001, she was awarded the prestigious
Finlandia art prize. The same year, Finland's President Tarja Halonen was the Patroness of
her retrospective exhibition at the Didrichsen Art Museum in Helsinki, which was
inaugurated by Prime Minister Paavo Lipponen.

Eila Hiltunen's monumental sculpture 'Palm Grove' was erected in Tehran 40 years ago, in
1975 and can be found in Mellat Park.
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Norway

On Norway's contribution to Traces of North

The Royal Norwegian Embassy is participating in the Traces of North — Nordic Days in
Tehran exhibition at the Iranian Artist Forum with a collection of photos form the Norwegian
Scenic Routes and two animated short films for children.

The Norwegian Scenic Routes

The photo exhibition consists of 57 photos from the beautiful scenery that you will be taken
through on 18 Norwegian Scenic Routes. It shows the dramatic variety in Norwegian nature
including snow covered peaks and mountaintops, deep fjords, northern lights and the
midnight sun.

The Norwegian Scenic Routes is an initiative by the Norwegian Parliament and Government
to develop easily accessible nature experiences. All of the places depicted in this collection
are accessible by car or by a short hike from the road.

The Norwegian Scenic Routes have been developed over 25 years and have received
numerous awards for their design and innovation. In 2023, The Norwegian Scenic Routes
will emerge as a fully-fledged attraction with 250 picnic areas and viewpoints along over
2000 kilometers of road.



The Short Films for Children

“Odd is an Egg" (2016)

Director: Kristin Ulseth

Producers: Fredrik Fottland and Kristin Ulseth
lllustrations and story: Lisa Aisato

Script: Kristin Ulseth, Maria Avramova

Music: Kare Vestrheim and Fernando Mota

The short film is based on a children’s book with the same name that was written and
illustrated by Lisa Aisato, a Norwegian artist famous for her insightful and sensitive depiction
of human relationships and feelings. The film focuses on children’s psychology through the
story of Odd, an anxious boy who is afraid of breaking into a thousand pieces. A children’s
theater group in Copenhagen has earlier dramatized the story.

“The World's Middlest Fish” (2017)

Director: Cathinka Tanberg

Producers: Lise fearnley and Tonje Skar Reiersen
Script: Per Schreiner

Music: John Erik Kaada

The World's Middlest Fish tells a whimsical story of the perishability of fame. It is described
as a modern fairytale for children and is narrated by the famous Norwegian actress Ane
Dahl Torp. One of the producers, Lisa Fearnley, has worked on the animated short film “The
Danish Poet” which was awarded an Oscar.
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Sweden
A Tribute to Children’'s Books

“The light falls across the page. You've found a place of your own, some time
to yourself and you'd prefer not to be disturbed, for the story has come alive.
It speaks to you. You live with and feel for the people in the book. You see the
places, hear the rustling of the leaves and the pounding of the waterfall. And
all because your eyes can decode the small squiggly characters in the book.
What a gift!”

Through all ages and in all cultures, we have used stories both as entertainment and in search of
knowledge, to strengthen our ties with others - both those who are like us and those who are
unlike us — and not least in order to understand our own existence.

Children’s books are often the first contact we have with literature and art, and they make a
powerful impression. Doubtless you recall one or the other of the first books you read. Do you
still remember having the feeling of time and space having ceased to exist?

We know today that reading develops the brain. It takes us to a new level of abstraction. Our
children'’s future will test their ability to solve problems and conflicts, to think in new ways and
understand people and cultures.

The Swedish Academy for Children’s Books is an association with no political or religious
affiliation that seeks to enable children to have access to powerful and enriching reading
experiences.

The academy has produced this exhibition as a tribute to children’s literature.
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sunday 23 June, 7.30 pm

Guest Talk by Asa Lind -
A Tribute to Children’s books

Asa Lind, born 1958, grew up in a small village in the north
of Sweden, the youngest of four sisters. She was
introduced to literature by her mother, who knew songs
and poems by heart, and retold classic epos such as
Homeros and Islandic sagas. Her father was a rock blaster,
but also a gifted storyteller, turning real life experiences
spoken drama, often with a social or political edge. The
kitchen at home was the centre of the world, and perhaps

that is where she became an author - long before she had
even learnt to write. Her mother said: “You can think about whatever you want. And nobody can
take your thoughts away from you.”

Asa Lind sees her writing as a way of examining reality, but also a way of examining language
itself. What is it possible to express in words? How do you ‘write’ a colour? How do you ‘tell of a
scent? How can ‘space’ find room in a book? That challenge of hers goes for both fiction and
non-fiction.

For years Asa Lind wrote stories for the radio before publishing the first book 1993. Since than
she has written twenty books, but also drama, and is translated to 21 languages. Her firm
opinion is that the importance of reading cannot be overrated, and therefor she writes.

The talk will be moderated by Farzad Farbod, Parian Publications.
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